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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE COTONOU 0069 
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SUB J : CERP 2000: PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BENIN 1977 NATIONAL BUDGET 
REF: COTONOU A-3, 1/28/76 

1 . GPRB NATIONAL BUDGET FOR 1977 ANNOUNCED IANUARY 6 YO BE 
BALANCED AT 18,710,900,000 FRANCS CFA (APPROXIMATELY 
$74,844,000). 

2. POST WILL LASKS INFORMATION ON EXECUTION OF 1975 BUDGET, 
BREAKDOWN OF PROJECTED 1976 BUDGET, AS WELL AS INFORMATION 
ON BUDGET PERFORMANCE IN 1976. PRELIMINARY INFORMATION FROM 
BCEAO (CENTRAL BANK) AND FRENCH EMBASSY INDICATES GREATLY 
IMPROVED PERFORMANCE FROM PREVIOUS YEARS IN BALANCING THE 
1975-76 BUDGETS. NEITHER SOURCE CAN GIVE HARD STATISTICS, AND 
INQUIRIES WITH MINISTRY OF GLOANCE HAVE BEEN FRUITLESS. BCEAO 
OFFICIALS HAVE AGREED TO PASS ABOVE STATISTICAL INFORMATION 
TO POST AS SOON AS IT IS RELEASED BY GPRB. POST WILL THEN 
FORWARD DETAILS AND COMMENT BY AIRGRAM. THOMPSON 
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